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iVOPC Defends 
Class Program 


$20,000 Protect To Reach 
45 Persons Is Called ' * 
'Bold, Probing’ 

By DALE RICHARDSON 

Pdverly Committee chairman. 

) csterday defended $20,000 
program that would reach only 
145 persons ai *‘boId and pro- 
bling.** 

Mr. Felblemans dcf.ense 
came during a City Council 
hearing on charges by the 
xoulh Guidance Commission 
hat the \VOPC misled, conn 
dlmc^ into approving a 27« 

T'Oint summer program by 
.ausing It to believe the YGC 
ipproved the program. 

Phillip L. Brook?, a YGC di 
fctor, told the council that the 
^GC approved only 22 of the 
7 programs and probably 
'•ould not have approved 2 of 
he 5 extra programs. 

At issue wrt e two programs 
italing more than $40,000. One 
rogram, the MAP-South Life 
xperience Project, would di- 
^^ctly reach only 45 persons, 
he city and county are not 
mtrjbuting to the $20,030 pro- 
am. 

7'he other, a Ncif:hlinrho.x1 
reanizing, Proferi. Is to in*- 
‘Ivu 10 5 'groups in 
i-hoorhood* |)rojccls. The 
i3^nd count)* are contrlbu- 


Ung S4.1M to the $20,019 
gram. 

*'We, are going to have to 
take a risk on a quality pro- 
gram which may not produce 
qualify,” said Mr. Fcibelman 
of the MAP- Sout h Life Exncri- 


geared to destroy anything but 
to build.*’ ^ ^ 6 V 

, T.^'ylrtr.^di rector of the 
Project said 
hi.s group aiM dibcus.ses pres- 
sures ngninat (he Negro family 
and cm rent eycnis as well as 


ih- 1 , tOfNcfim history. “We have them 

me lowest common denomina- talking about the hard ques- 
tor. you will join iu enemies, “Itions." 


he said. 

The program, app.irently the 
more contested of the two. will 
be used to teach 38 students 
about contributions to society 
by minority groups. Each stu- 
dent will <bc paid $1.60 an hour 
while attending. A director-in- 
structor will be paid $100 a 
week, and six student teachers 
will jbe paid $1.60 an hour. Mr. 
Leibelman termed it ’’bold and 
probing.” 


James Bowen. YGC execu- 
te dircctor,'sauI he personal- 
ly opposed the two programs 
•because he believed the money 
should 6e spread Out among 
more young persons. 

Mr, Feibicman said the plan 
for both programs is Indefinite 
but the supervision is sound. 

Councilman .Robert Jame^ 
said, *‘It seenis the militant 
groups are cJioscn to be lead- 
ers of such groups In other 
cities. Who are .the 38 alu- 
dcnls? Is it primarily a mill- 
Unt group?” 

Georgr - Hunt, assistant di- 
reuor' orihe Memphi.s Youth 
Opportunity Project, described* 
his^worlc with WOPC projacUl 
to the council an^**'said; 
’These programs 


Mr, jnmes said it sounded 
like an excellent program and 
he would like to beipvitedto 
one of its sessions. 

Councilman.^rrh Chandlef, 
said he didn’t know whefFer 
the program was good but that 
the money had been appro- 
priated and a judgment will 
have to be made at summer’s 
end. 

Councilman James Netters, 
whose committee on hospitals, 
institutions and welfare heard 
the charges by Mr. Erooke. 
said his committee wi ill meet 
and make recommendations 
on (he matter. A time the 
meeting was not set. 
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